The present report deals with several western
Introduction
The speciose and taxonomically challenging snapping shrimp genus Synalpheus Spence Bate, 1888 is represented in the Atlantic Ocean by over 60 species (De Grave & Fransen 2011; Anker et al. 2012) . Most of them occur in the tropical regions of the northwestern Atlantic, mainly in the Caribbean Sea, where most of the recent taxonomic research on the genus has been done (e.g., Ríos & Duffy 2007; Anker & Tóth 2008; Macdonald et al. 2009; . In contrast, the synalpheid fauna of the southwestern Atlantic has not studied exhaustively since Christoffersen (1979) and remains comparatively less known. The only noteworthy recent studies dealing with the Brazilian material of Synalpheus are , and , all simply listing several species, some of them as new records for Brazil; Almeida et al. (2007 Almeida et al. ( , 2012 with an illustrated record of Synalpheus ul (Ríos & Duffy, 2007) ; and Anker et al. (2012) , with additional records (some new) for Brazil and illustrations of several species based on material collected in Atol das Rocas. Anker et al. (2012) also commented on some morphologically variable taxa requiring taxonomic revisions, including Synalpheus minus (Say, 1818) , Synalpheus brevicarpus (Herrick, 1891) , and Synalpheus apioceros Coutière, 1909 , all three of which occur in Brazil. These and other examples (Hultgren & Duffy 2012) show that the taxonomy of the American species of Synalpheus is far from being settled.
In September-November 2013, the authors were able to study the unsorted caridean material deposited in the crustacean collection of Museu de Zoologia, Universidade de São Paulo, São Paulo, Brazil (MZUSP). This material contained numerous samples of Synalpheus, often in mixed lots together with other alpheid shrimps.
